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the voluntary church government, formed under the direction of inspired 
apostles, have been of divine origin ? Is its voluntariness incompatible 
with divineness ? In almost everything connected with the Christian 
life, like conversion and sanctification, the human and the divine 
cooperate with each other; why not in the formation of church govern- 
ment also ? 

Our author's style is clear and direct. His thought is thorough, 
and his method is scientific. He gives ample recognition of the best 
New Testament and ecclesiastical scholarship of the day. Views that 
are contrary to his own he states fairly. At times he is compelled to 
be in a measure controversial, but he is always courteous and brotherly. 

But this excellent book has no index. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die wirtschaftliche Thatigkeit der Kirche in Deutsch- 
land. Von Theo. Sommerlad. Erster Band. Leipzig: 
Weber, 1900. Pp. x-f 366. M. 20. 

WlRTSCHAFTSGESCHICHTLICHE UNTERSUCHUNGEN. Von THEO. 

Sommerlad. I. Heft: Zur Wurdigung neuester rechtsge- 
schicktlicher Kritik. Leipzig : Weber, 1900. Pp.83. M. 1. 

That the Christian church has a large part to take in the solution 
of the social and economic problems before the world today will hardly 
be questioned by any large-minded student. That it has hitherto been 
an important factor in social development is a plain matter of history. 
But the question has arisen whether this ecclesiastical activity in social 
and economic affairs has been always, or even generally, beneficial. 
This question cannot be answered by snap judgment, but only by 
patient accumulation of facts, careful investigation, and rigid deduction. 
This is the task which Dr. Sommerlad has set for himself. He is pri- 
vate docent in economic and mediaeval history in the university of 
Halle. For several years he has been gathering material, until now he 
has a great mass of original sources. In the luxurious volume before 
us we have the results of his long and careful reflection on his mate- 
rial. 

This first volume covers the ground from the beginning of church 
influence in Germany to Charles the Great. It consists of an introduc- 
tion and four chapters. The first chapter is an outline of German 
economy and society before their connection with the church. The 
motive of the chapter is given in a quotation from Nietzsche : " It is a 
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peculiarity of the Germans that with them the question, ' What is Ger- 
man ? ' is never answered." The second chapter treats of the establish- 
ment of mediaeval church socialism by the influence of Augustine, and 
the early experiences arising from its diffusion in Germany. The 
author's position that Augustine was the forerunner of Karl Marx will 
attract attention. 

The third chapter discusses the economic activity of the Irish, and of 
the Irish monasteries among the Germans. His thought in the chapter 
is a passage from Goethe : "For a nation only that is good which has 
arisen out of its own nature and its own needs." 

The fourth chapter is on the missionary movements and the church 
organization of England on German territory. The thought of the 
chapter is again expressed by Goethe: "The church is in eternal con- 
flict with the state over which it raises itself, and so then with individ- 
uals all of whom it wills to gather to itself." 

The book will be useful to historians, economists, sociologists, and 
theologians, all of whom really have so large a common ground. 

This work of Sommerlad was immediately attacked in a most vigor- 
ous and thoroughgoing manner in the Deutsche Litter aturzeitung of 
June 9, 1900, by Professor Ulrich Stutz. He claimed that in the light 
of the most recent historico-legal criticism the views in the book were 
scientifically unsound. He assailed the work in general and in particu- 
lar. 

Sommerlad forthwith replied in an elaborate and spirited pamphlet 
of eighty-three pages. He followed the criticisms of Stutz one by one, 
and at the end of his elaborate and learned reply maintained the posi- 
tions that he had taken in his book. 

He concludes by supposing that Herr Stutz will continue furiously 
to throw stones at him, but declares that, so far as he himself is con- 
cerned, this rejoinder is the end of it. 

This pamphlet is a valuable supplement to the volume. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 

ESSAI SUR LE MYSTICISME SPECULATIF EN ALLEMAGNE AU QUA- 

torzieme siecle. Par H. Delacroix. Paris: Alcan, 1900. 
Pp. xvi + 287. Fr. 5. 

Two-thirds of this volume is devoted to Meister Eckart. The 
remaining portion is of the nature of an introduction, and gives an 
account of the philosophy of Erigena and the teachings of Amaury de 



